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Lions Youth Brass

Lions Youth Brass is based in South Cheshire and during its 20 year history
has developed into one of the finest Youth Bands in the country with many
contest successes, and has taught 100s of people to play a brass instrument.

Introduction

Lions Youth Brass is a community youth brass band, for all ages and abilities
from about 7 years up to 19 years of age. The organisation is based in
Sandbach, Cheshire and practise on a Tuesday night in the Maxwell Davies
Centre at Sandbach School, Crewe Road Sandbach

We have three bands; Beginner, Junior and Youth. We accommodate
beginners and players of any ability and where possible provide instruments
free of charge.

We have players who have started in the Beginner Band, progressed through
the Junior Band and Youth Band and have gone full circle and are now
Musical Directors of the Beginner Band! Many of our senior players have
gone on to play in Championship Section bands.

The band performs many concerts throughout the year for local charities. We
also enter many contests, and have won not only the National Finals, but the
Tameside Youth Festival, Rhyl Festival of Music, the Gwent Music Festival,
and the Newcastle-Under-Lyme Music Festival at varying times in the history
of the band.

There have been several recordings produced by the organisation over the
years. Our latest CD was released in December 2008.



As well as raising our own funds from concerts and fundraising events, the
band is very pleased to receive support from a number of Lions Clubs from
the BS105 district.

The Beginner Band

In Lions Youth Brass the Beginner Band is where most of the Lions players
start their music playing. We are lucky to have not one, but four musical
directors / tutors who are all ex Lions Brass Players and have gone full circle
with the organisation, they are; Chris Thompson, Hayley Scott, Andrew Felton
and Matthew Darlington.

The average age for children to start in the beginners’ band is 6 or 7. The
beginners’ band has evolved and expanded over the years and now having
four tutors available allows greater small group tuition with the very young
players who may need additional help.

The beginners band practise from 7pm to 8pm every Tuesday night at the
Maxwell Davies Centre at Sandbach School, Crewe Road Sandbach. The
beginners’ band gives several concerts a year, normally in support of the
junior and Youth Bands.

The musical directors / tutors are available for private lessons, although such
arrangements are arranged outside of the Lions Youth Brass organisation.



Beginner Band in concert with the Youth Band.

Once players have progressed with their playing ability, they move up to the
Junior Band.

The Junior Band

The Junior Band is made up of players generally aged between 8 and 15 who
have only had a few years playing experience.

Conducted by lan Raisbeck, and assisted by Derek Gardener and Tom
Hancock, the band bridges the gap between the Beginner and Youth Band
and introduces the players to the concept of playing in a band at a higher



level. The band performs both in support of the Youth Band and in their own
right in contests and competitions.

The Junior Band rehearses at Sandbach High School in Cheshire every
Tuesday night from 7pm until 8pm.

Workshops are held with tutors from senior bands.

When players reach the required standard, and after passing an audition they
move up to the Youth Band. We also accept players of all standards and
ages, so it is not unknown for players with experience to join either the junior
or Youth Bands.

Once Junior Band players are ready they normally help out in the Youth Band
for a period, before moving full time into the Youth Band.

Lions Youth Brass Band

The Youth Band is conducted by Nigel Birch, who is now in his second term
as Musical Director. During his first period in charge Nigel guided the band to
consecutive victories in the National Youth Brass Band Championships in
1994 and 1995. More recently he has added a second place in 2005, and
third places in 2002, 2004 and 2009.

The Youth Band rehearses at Sandbach School, Crewe Road Sandbach
School in Cheshire every Tuesday night from 7pm until 9pm.

The Youth Band players are assisted in their development, with workshops
that are typically held with players from such Championship Sections Bands
as Fodens and Black Dyke; these are held several times a year.



We also organise guest musical directors to visit the band, these are typically
musical directors from championship section bands.

Many of the Youth Band players have gone on to play with championship
sections bands including; Fairey Band, Roberts Bakery Band, Wingates Band,
United Co Op Crewe Band, and Wire Brass, and have deputised for Black
Dyke Band, Grimethorpe Colliery Band, and Fodens Band,

The Committee

A committee of friends, supporters and parents runs the band. A lot of work
goes on in the background with fundraising, bookwork, insurance, bookings,
uniforms, music, music stands, transport, CD sales, advertising, and
administration of the web site. Without the hours and hours of input from the
small loyal committee, the band would not have survived and prospered.

The committee and organisation take child protection very seriously. The
organisation has a child protection policy, which is reviewed on an annual
basis, and all the committee and musical directors have been CRB checked.

Directors / Tutors

Nigel Birch - Musical Director Lions Youth Brass

Nigel Birch hails from Sandbach in Cheshire, and
from the age of twelve started to play the Cornet
at Haslington Boys Brigade Band. Within twelve
months, he went on to play for the Roberts
Bakery Band, and to play for them for many
years. In 1984, Nigel left Roberts Bakery to fulfil
a lifelong ambition of playing for the famous
Fodens Band. While with the band, he was
fortunate to play under some great conductors,
such as James Scott, Richard Evans and most
notably, Howard Snell.

After a few successful years with Fodens Nigel rejoined Roberts Bakery,
where he finished his playing career.

In 1990 Nigel took up the conductors baton, and joined the Lions Youth Brass.
It was soon evident that Nigel and the band were an excellent combination,
and in 1994, and then again in 1995, Nigel guided the band to becoming the
Champion Youth Band of Great Britain. Nigel was persuaded to rejoin the
Youth Band in August 2001.

Nigel is married to Helen, and they have two beautiful daughters, Charlotte
and Franczeska, who now both play in the Lions Youth Brass organisation.



lan Raisbeck - Musical Director Lions Junior Brass, Composer in
Residence - Lions Youth Brass

lan began his playing the Cornet at an early age and quickly progressed
through the Brass Banding culture of the North ¥ /A
West joining the Championship section Roberts
Bakery Band at the age of 13.

lan then studied Trumpet at the Royal Northern
College of Music Junior School and the
Birmingham Conservatoire and has performed
on Trumpet with variety of professional groups
such as: The English Festival Orchestra, City of %
Birmingham Symphony Orchestra, English Pro
Musica Brass Ensemble and many freelance
orchestras. In 2008 lan married his wife Katie
and moved back to the North West to begin a :
Brass teaching post with ‘Music for Life’ in Cheshire and in addition is also
now Musical Director of the 'Lions Junior Brass' and Composer-in-Residence
for the 'Lions Youth Brass'. He also returned to Brass Bands in 2008 joining
the 'Wingates Band' as their ‘bumper-up’ before moving to the famous 'Fairey
Band' in May 2009.

Derek Gardener - Tutor Lions Junior Brass

Derek Gardener has been a long-term
member of the Lions team. He formed the
Lions Beginner Band in 1990 and ever since
then has been working with either the
Beginner Band, the Junior Band or both.
During this time he has been a key player in
the development of Lions Youth Brass.
Derek has also played with many bands
over the years and currently plays with
Cheshire Constabulary Band.

Tom Hancock - Tutor Lions Junior Brass

m Tom joined the

Lions Youth

Brass organisation in 1997. After progressing
through the Beginner and Junior Bands, Tom was
appointed Principal Cornet of the Lions Youth Brass
in 2006. Tom was delighted to be appointed as a
Tutor of the Lions Junior Brass in the summer of
2008.

Tom also plays for Roberts Bakery Band and was a
founding member of Delta Brass Cheshire. Tom has
also appeared as a guest player on the world
famous Fodens Band's 2008 recording, Patrons'
Choice. In 2009 Tom graduated from Staffordshire



University with a BA (Hons) in Modern and International History, and is
currently studying for a Masters degree at Manchester.

Chris Thompson - Musical Director Lions Beginner Brass

A former Bass Trombone player for the Lions Youth Brass,
Chris currently holds the seat of First Trombone with the
Nantwich and District Wind Band. Previously Chris has played
for Roberts Bakery, Rode Hall and Audley Brass, where he held
the position of Principal Trombone and appeared at the National
Finals at Dundee in 2003.

The Principal Trombone of the Black Dyke Band, Brett Baker,
has taught Chris. He was also a founder member of the famous
Delta Brass Cheshire Brass Quintet. '

He was delighted to be appointed as one of three Musical
Directors of the Lions Beginner Band in 2005. Chris works as a
teaching assistant at Goostrey primary school.

Hayley Scott - Musical Director Lions Beginner Brass

Hayley isa former member of the Lions Youth Brass having started her

kg 3 3 3 playing career in the Beginner Band and
finishing in the Youth Band. Hayley’'s
claim to fame in her days with the Youth
Band on tour was to have the most
luggage and the last one to get up in a
morning! Since then she has graduated
with a first class BA (Hons) degree in
Primary Education with QTS in 2008 and
now she is a primary school teacher at
Rode Heath School. She has been part
of a very successful team enthusing
many Beginner Band players with her energy and drive since 2005.

Andrew Felton - Musical Director Lions Beginner Brass

Andrew is another former member of the Lions
Youth Brass who progressed through the
ranks, moving from cornet to Bb bass. He now
plays bass with the Roberts Bakery Band and
was a founding member of the Delta Brass
Cheshire Quintet. Andrew has worked along
side Hayley and Chris since 2005 developing
and improving the Beginner Band players.




Matthew Darlington - Tutor Lions Beginner Band

| Matthew started playing the Cornet at the age
of ten. In 2002, Matthew joined the Lions Junior
Band and progressed through the organisation
to become the principal cornet player for the
Youth Band. He joined the musical directors of
the Beginners’ Band in 2009 as a full time tutor.
Matthew plays front row cornet for Roberts
Bakery Band and Delta Brass Cheshire.
Matthew is currently studying for an economics
degree at Manchester.

Brief History of Lions Youth Brass

The Lions Youth Brass Band was formed in 1989 as the Crewe & District
Brass Band, by a group of parents whose children played brass band
instruments. At the beginning of the year there were 29 players in the Youth
Band and 18 in the training band. After the first year the membership
increased and the organisation began to receive financial support from the
local Lions clubs of South Cheshire and North Staffordshire. The band
changed its name to Lions Youth Brass, and is believed to be one of only two
organisation of its kind in the world to operate in the name of Lions.

The grandmother of a band member volunteered to make red banners for the
music stands and committee members carefully stitched on the Lions badges.
These must be some of the most travelled Lions badges around. The red
banner lasted till they were replaced by the current black and gold banners in
2007.

The band entered its first contest The Action Research Entertainment Contest
1989, Spurley Hey Manchester.

The band has developed into one of the most successful Youth Brass Band
organisations in area, and over the years has taught hundred of children to
play a brass instrument, has raised thousands of pounds for charities, and
won many competitions. Some of the key dates and events of the
organisation are described in the following pages.



Key Dates in the band history

1990 Ron Yarwood was appointed Musical Director of the Youth Band
Lions Junior Brass formed and directed by Nigel Birch.
Lions Beginner Band formed and directed by Derek Gardener.

1991 Nigel Birch appointed Musical Director of Youth Band
Junior Band directed by Kevin Birch.

1994 Appeared on GMTV

1995 Junior Band directed by Kevin Mowbray. Played for the Queen and
obtained Lottery Grant for £25.000 to buy instruments

1996 Shaun Roache appointed Musical Director of the Youth Band
1997 Paul Andrews appointed Musical Director of the Youth Band
Rachel Woollam appointed Musical Director for the Youth Band
Derek Gardener appointed Musical Director for the Junior Band
Vicky Gardener appointed Musical Director for the Beginner Band

1999 Dave Woollam appointed Musical Director of the Youth Band
Jane Stubbs takes over as Chairperson

2001 Nigel Birch re-appointed Musical Director of the Youth Band

Stewart Thompson appointed Musical Director of the Junior Band

Derek Gardener Musical Co-ordinator of Beginner & Junior Bands

2003 lan Raisbeck appointed Composer In Residence

2005 Vicky Gardener appointed as Musical Director of the Junior Band.
Andrew Felton, Hayley Scott and Chris Thompson were appointed Musical
Directors for the Beginner Band.

2005 Katie Smallwood appointed as Junior Band Musical Director.

2007 Sarah Raisbeck appointed as Junior Band Musical Director.
David Thornton appointed Associate Musician

2008 Tom Hancock appointed as tutor for Junior Band

2009 lan Raisbeck appointed as Junior Band Musical Director
Matthew Darlington appointed as tutor for the expanding Beginner Band

Throughout the Bands history, many of our members have qualified to play in
the following Children / Youth bands;

Cheshire County Youth Brass Band

National Youth Brass Band
National Children’s Brass Band of Great Britain
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David Thornton

Regarded as one of the foremost euphonium players and teachers of his
generation, David is in constant demand as a performer and clinician
throughout the world. Lions Youth Brass are privileged to engage David as
their musical associate.

Born in Nottingham in 1978, David began his euphonium lessons at just eight
years old and only five years later became the first ever euphonium player to
gain a place at Chetham’s School of Music, one of the UK’s most prestigious
institutions for specialist musical education.

Since then his success has earned him many awards, such as scholarships
from the Countess of Munster Trust and the Yamaha Music Foundation of
Europe, a hatrick of solo awards at the National Euphonium Conference 1995,
1997 and 1999, first prize at the Verso Il Millenio International Euphonium
Competition, but most notably as the International Euphonium Player of the
Year 2001.

He was appointed as principal euphonium of the Black Dyke Band during July
2000. He also tutors at the RNCM, the University of Huddersfield and
Chetham's School of Music, as well as holding visiting tutor roles at the
Birmingham Conservatoire and the RSAMD. His current and former students
already hold principal positions in many leading bands around the UK.

Competitions

The band enters many contests and has won the following competitions
during its history.

Newcastle Music Festival Overall winners. 1991, 1992, 1993, 2001, 2003, and
2005

Newcastle Music Festival Youth Band Winners. 1991, 1992, 1993, 2002, and
2004

Newcastle Music Festival Junior Band Winners . 1991, 1992, 1993, 1999,
2000, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, and 2008
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Quartet Winners. 1992, 2004, 2005, 2006, and 2008

In addition, many individual results including “The Most Promising Player” five
times.

North Wales Entertainment Championship Youth Section 3 1991

North Wales Rally Hymn Tune Winners 1991, 1992, Youth Champions, 1992,
1994

Bangor Contest Quartet Winners 1992

NW Area Youth Champions Qualified for National Championship 1992
North Wales Champions Youth 1993

Manchester and District Youth Champions 1993, 1999, 3" place 2001

National Youth Champions 1994, 1995, 3 place 2002, 3" place 2004, 2™
place 2005, 3" place 2009

Rhyl Festival of Brass. 1 place 2002, 2" place 2003, 1% place 2004. lan
Raisbeck won best soloist on cornet in 2002 and Greg Holsgrove won best
soloist on Trombone 2004

Huddersfield Youth in Brass Festival 1% place 2005, 2" place 2006
Sarah Raisbeck won best soloist Cornet 2005

Torquay Brass Festival 3" place 2005, Junior Section 1% place 2006
Tameside Youth Festival 2" place 2006, Alex Holsgrove won best Soloist

Gwent Music Festival 1% place 2008, Alex Holsgrove won Best Soloist, 2nd
place in 2009.

Recordings
The band has made a number of recordings over the years. The band first
featured on a cassette Tape “Christmas in Sandbach” 1990 and since then
has published the following recordings in their own right.

1. Pride of the Lions |1 1994, cassette tape (no longer available)

2. Pride of the Lions Il 1996, cassette tape (no longer available)

3. Sounds of Youth 2003, CD (no longer available)

4. True & Trusty 2005, CD

5. Loyal and True 2006, CD

6. Entertain You 2008, CD
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CD True and Trusty, recorded in 2005

Home Again
Intermezza (Soloist Sarah Raisbeck)

Patterns
Going Home

Killing Me Softly (Soloist Greg
Holsgrove)

Clouds And Sunshine (Charlotte Wilson,

Alice Liptrot, Neil Raisbeck, Alex
Holsgrove)

The Golden Lady

A Suite For Junior Band
-Prelude

-Air

-Finale

True And Trusty

Pie Jesu (Soloist’s lan & Sarah
Raisbeck)

Glasnost

The Flower Song (Soloist Katie
Smallwood)

A Hymn For Betty

Czardas (Soloist Ben Croombs)
A Tameside Overture
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Vincent Turner
Jurgen Hempel

Edward Gregson

Mark Knopfler

Arr. Alan Fernie

Norman Gimble/Charles Fox
Arr. Darrol Barry

H. Round

Goff Richards
lan Raisbeck

lan Raisbeck

lan Raisbeck
J.A.Greenwood
Sir Andrew Lloyd-Webber
Arr. J.Pearson
Dizzy Stratford
Bizet

Arr. Maurice Bale
lan Raisbeck
Monti

Phillip Sparke
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Loyal and True

Fantasy Variations (Soloist Sarah
Raisbeck)

If Tomorrow Never Comes

Variations On A Welsh Theme (Soloist

Neil Raisbeck)

The Lincolnshire Poacher
Wandering Star (Soloist’'s James
Darlington & Tim Bartley)
Skimbelshanks The Railway Cat

CD Loyal and True, recorded in 2006

Maurice Raynor
lan Raisbeck

Gareth Brooks and Kent Blazy
Peter Kneale

Derek Broadbent

Alan J Learner and Fredrick
Leowe, Arr Alan Ferney
Andrew Lloyd Weber

Arr. Goff Richards

Let Me Try Again (Soloist Alex Holsgrove) Caravelli Arr Simon Kerwin

Westwood Ho!
Solitaire (Soloist Amy Ball)

Amparito Roca

Softly Awakes My Heart (Soloist Sarah

Raisbeck)
The Chieftan

The Swan (Soloist Alex Holsgrove)

Make Me A Channel Of Your Peace

Edwin Firth

Neil Sedaka and Phillip Cody
Arr. Steven Corbett

Aubrey Winter

Saint-Saens

J Jubb
Saint-Saens

Arr. Steven Mead
Sebastian Temple
Arr. Karen Burton

You Raise Me Up (Soloist Neil Raisbeck) Ovland

Crazy Music In The Air

Helter Skelter (Soloist Ben Croombs)

Is This The Way To Amarillo
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Jan De Hann
W.G.Lemon

Arr. Ray Woodfield

Neil Sedaka and Howard
Greensfield

Arr. Johnny Ocean
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Masical Diveetor Vil Bieh

Let Me Entertain You
Benedictus

Singin' In The Rain
Sparkes

Barcelona

Killing Me Softly

African Funk
Georgia On My Mind

Amigos Pra Siempre

The Music Man
Czardas

Scarlett Ribbons
Capricco Brilliante
Pirates of The Caribbean
Minnie The Moocher

Beauty School Drop Out

Greased Lightening
Can Can
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CD Lions Youth Brass
Entertain You
recorded in 2008

Robbie Williams arr Cameron
Mabon

Karl Jenkins arr Tony Small
Gimbel / Fox arr Daryl Barry
Alan Fernie

Carmichael / Gorrell arr Alan
Morrison

Sir Andrew Lloyd Webber arr
Peter Graham

Alan Fernie

Carmichael / Gorrell arr Alan
Morrison

Sir Andrew Lloyd Webber arr
Peter Graham

arr lan Raisbeck

Monti arr Brent Eric Braten
Roed

Segal / Banzig arr Andrew
Duncan

Herman Bellstedt arr Sandy
Smith

Klausb Badelt arr Bruce Fraser
Calloway / Mills arr Ben Casey
Jacobs / Casey arr Cameron
Mabon

Picchi / Mantia arr Antrobus
Offenbach arr Goff Richards



Tours.

The Youth Band on tour

The Lions Band tour is a tradition that has taken place every year since 1992.
Typically the band travels away in England for a week of concerts arranged by
the local Lions clubs in the chosen area. The band typically takes over a hall
or school and eats, sleeps and play together in between concerts. The tour is
a great team building exercise and nobody forgets their Lions tour. The tour
always ends with a concert back home in South Cheshire and is always well
attended and a highlight event of the year. Over the years the band has
visited;

1992 Frimley. Bradhurst, Hastings, Eastbourne.
1993 Frimley Worthing, Littlehampton, Lymington, Weymouth, Telford.

1994 May Bank Holiday; Eastbourne. Hastings, Bridport, Weymouth,
Lymington, Lichfield.

1995 Clevedon, Weston-Super-Mare, Sidmouth, Brixham, Lymington,
Alsager.

1996 Clevedon, Sidmouth, Plymouth, Bude, South Moulton.

1997 Plymouth, Sidmouth, South Moulton, Clevedon, Romiley.

16



1998 Devon and The Isle of Wight.

1999 Devon Coast

2000 Norfolk

2001 Tour of South Wales

2002 Tour of South Wales

2003 Torquay

2004 Cheb in the Czech Republic to take part in The International Youth
Festival For Music. The band was the only UK band to take part along with
25 other bands from all over the world.

2005 Eastbourne.

2006 Minehead

2007 Torquay & Minehead

2008 South East Spain

2009 South East Spain

The Youth Band on tour in Spain
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So, what is a Brass Band?

A brass band carries with it a huge amount of tradition, both in playing style,
seating arrangements, uniform, and mostly, sound.

In a traditional brass band, the instruments used are; Cornets, Flugel Horns,
Tenor Horns, Baritone Horns, Euphoniums, Trombones, Basses (Tubas) and
various Percussion instruments,

The instruments used in a brass band like Lions Youth Brass are;

Cornets — the Cornet is a shorter, mellower,
relative of the Trumpet. It is the highest
pitched instrument in the brass band and
also has the largest number of players. The
players are divided as follows: Soprano
Cornet (pitched in Eb, very highest notes),
Solo Cornets (lead by the Principal Cornet),
Repiano Cornet, 2nd and 3rd Cornets.

Flugel Horns — larger than a Cornet with a
darker sound closer to the Tenor Horn.

Tenor Horns — a vertical pointing medium
sized instrument. The Horns section is small
and split into Solo 1st and 2nd Horn.
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Baritone Horns — slightly larger than the
Tenor Horn the Baritones are split into 1st
and 2nd.

Euphoniums — even bigger than the
Baritone the Euphonium makes a very deep
mellow sound (“Euphonium” is derided from
the Greek for ‘Beautiful Sound’)

Trombones — The Brass Band uses Tenor
Trombones (split 1st and 2nd) and a Bass
Trombone to play the low sounding notes.
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Basses (Tubas) — In a Brass Band the
Basses are largest instruments and
therefore produce the lowest sounding
notes. There are typically Eb Basses and
Bb Basses, these instruments provide the
crucial foundations upon which the Brass
Band sound is created.

Percussion — Drum Kit, Timpani, Bass Drum, Cymbals, Bongos, Xylophone,
Tambourine and many more Percussion instruments are often included in
Brass Band music.

Further Information

For further information about Lions Youth Brass please contact
Jane Stubbs 01270 760636, Nigel Birch 07734263194, or visit
www.lionsyouthbrass.co.uk.
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